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North East North Cumbria (NENC) Position Statement on Safety Needles and
Safety Lancets

Safety needles and safety lancets should NOT be prescribed on FP10 for use by healthcare
professionals and employees; it is the employer’s responsibility to provide them?.

In exceptional circumstances safety pen needles and safety lancet devices CAN be
prescribed on FP102. The cost-effective choice is safety needles costing less than £13 per
100 needles and safety lancets costing less than £5 per 100 lancets?.

Background

Safety pen needles and lancets incorporate a safety device to cover the sharp after use. They should
be used by all healthcare professionals and employees in the healthcare sector when administering
diabetes injections or checking blood glucose levels, to avoid contamination by needlestick. There
are two different types of safety needle, depending on the mechanism used to cover the used sharp:
active or passive devices. All the safety needles in this guidance have a ‘passive’ mechanism i.e. the
sharp automatically retracts following injection without the user having to manually activate the
safety mechanism. This is the system that most health and care workers will be familiar with,
however it is important that staff and people with diabetes, are provided with training on the use of
the safety engineered devices they are using, as there may be differences in use and injection
technique.

The Health and Safety Executive (Sharp Instruments in Healthcare) Regulations 2013 on the use of
safer sharps state that ‘employers must substitute traditional, unprotected medical sharps with a
‘safer sharp’ where it is reasonably practicable to do so’. Safer sharps are medical sharps which
incorporate features or mechanisms to prevent or minimise the risk of accidental injury.

Therefore, healthcare organisations should ensure that they have processes in place to source safety
needles and lancets, for use by their employees. Employers are responsible for providing the
appropriate safety devices and ensuring staff are adequately trained on their use.

NENC ICB Recommendation

e Safety needles and safety lancets should NOT be prescribed on FP10 for use by healthcare
professionals and employees; it is the employer’s responsibility to provide them.
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e Safety needles and lancets should only be prescribed in exceptional circumstances (see
below) and NENC ICB recommends the use of safety needles costing less than £13 per 100
needles and safety lancets less than £5 per 1002.

Exceptional Circumstances

Safety needles and lancets are significantly more expensive than standard needles and lancets and
should only be prescribed on FP10 in exceptional circumstances. They should only be prescribed for
patients who have?:

e Dexterity issues

e Visual impairment or tremor

e Their insulin is administered by relatives and informal carers only if there is risk of disease
transmission and the relative/carer is not working for any health and social care sector.

e They may also be prescribed for use by non-healthcare workers if there is a danger of
needle-stick injury e.g. children injecting at school or where safe disposal of sharps may be a
problem.

In all cases the needle with the lowest acquisition cost should be used first-line line where possible.

Recommended Choices of SAFETY Pen Needles and Lancets

Safety Needle Size Cost per 100*
Microdot Safety Pen Needles 5mm/30 gauge £11.95
Microdot Max Safety Needles 5mm/30 gauge £9.95
GlucoRx Safety Pen Needles 5mm/30 gauge £12.95
8mm/30 gauge £12.95
Apollo Pro-Shield Safety Pen 4mm/31 gauge £9.95
Needles 5mm/30 gauge £9.95
8mm/30 gauge £9.95

* Prices Based on the October 2025 Drug Tariff - which may be subject to change

Safety Lancet

Apollo BV safety lancets

Size

1.8mm/26 gauge
1.8mm/28 gauge
1.8mm/30 gauge

£2.75

Cost per 100*

Apollo Pressure-Activated
Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge
1.8mm/28 gauge

£4.50

GlucoRx Lite Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge
1.8mm/28 gauge
1.8mm/30 gauge
2.4mm/21 gauge

£2.75

Neon Verifine Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge
1.8mm/28 gauge
1.8mm/30 gauge
2.4mm/21 gauge

£2.99

* Prices Based on the October 2025 Drug Tariff - which may be subject to change
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