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NENC ICB Medicines Safety Group 

Draft Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 26th September 2024, 1-3pm 

Virtual meeting 

Present: 

Name Position Representing September 
24 

Kate Huddart (KH) Deputy ICB Director of Medicines 
and Pharmacy 

ICB Pharmacy and 
Medicines 

Chair 

Janet Walker (JW) ICB Medical Director representative  ICB Medical 
Directorate  

New rep. to 
be 
identified 

Chris Piercy (CP) ICB Nurse Director (to replace Jean 
Golightly) 

ICB Nursing 
Directorate 

Kirsten 
Heskeith 

Catherine Baldridge 
(CB) 

MSO SSTFT, Chair MSO NE 
Network 

Medicines Safety 
Officer (MSO) 
Network  

 

Wendy Halliburton 
(WH) 

Patient Safety Lead for the Health 
Innovation NE (HINE - formerly 
AHSN NE) 

Health Innovation 
North East and North 
Cumbria (HI-NENC) 
- Patient Safety  

New 
Patient 
Safety HI-
NENC rep. 
to be 
identified 

Ruth Ayre (RA) Mental Health representative 
Deputy Chief Pharmacist CNTW 

NENC Mental Health 
Trusts 

 

Jamie Harris (JH) Chief Pharmacist CDDFT NENC Acute Trusts  
 

 

Dr Katherine 
Williamson (KW) 

Consultant Emergency Medicine, 
Associate Dean, NHSE NENC WTE 
Faculty of Patient Safety Chair, 
Simulation Lead for Acute Schools, 
UH NT&H 

NENC Acute Trusts Apologies 

Dr James Carlton 
(JC) 

GP Prescribing Lead, NENC ICB Primary care – GP 
Prescribing 

Apologies 

Helena Gregory 
(HG) 

Medicines Optimisation Lead 
(Cumbria), NENC ICB  

Primary care - MO  

Davina Collins (DC) Head of Nursing, CHOC  OOH’s service 
provider  

 

Graeme Kirkpatrick 
(GK) 

NHS England, Head of Patient 
Safety (Advice and Guidance) 

NHSE Medicines / 
Patient Safety  

 

Tony Jamieson (TJ)  National Clinical Lead for Medicines 
Safety Improvement 

NHSE Medicines 
Safety Improvement 
Programme 

Apologies 

Prof. Graham 
Evans (GE) 

Executive Chief Digital and 
Information Officer/SIRO 

NENC ICB Digital  Apologies* 

Dr Gareth Coakley 
(GC) 

Digital Clinical Representative 
ICB Clinical Lead role 

Primary care – 
Clinical Digital 

Apologies 

Kurt Ramsden (KR) Public Health Lead / Senior 
Clinician - Public Health Pharmacist 

Public Health Apologies 

To be identified Patient Safety Partner Patients within 
NENC 

 

Nicola Vasey Lead Pharmacist, Great North 
Children’s Hospital 

Paediatric Pharmacy  
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Paula Russell (PR) RDTC Principal Pharmacist RDTC  (Professional 
Secretary) 

Gavin 
Mankin 

 

*Requested circulation membership and will attend when can 

The meeting was quorate 

Introductions and welcome 

The chair welcomed members to the meeting and Nicola Vasey was welcomed to the group. 

Apologies were received from: Chris Piercy, Kurt Ramsden, Geraint Thomas, Katherine 

Williamson, James Carlton, Gareth Coakley, Tony Jamieson, Paula Russell 

Richard Nendick (RN, Project Manager, NENC Medicines in Pregnancy Group) attended to 

present the NENC work on Valproate.  

Declarations of interest 

No new declarations were noted. 

 

Minutes for the July 2024 meeting were circulated in advance of meeting. These were formally 

agreed.  

 

Action Log 

The group reviewed and updated the action log.  

 

PGD Governance  

Hira Singh was unable to attend today and an update/paper will come to next meeting of the 

Medicines Safety Group 

Action: 

KH to contact HS an update on PGD governance to circulate with the September 2024 Medicines 

Safety Group minutes. 

 

Multiple Anticoagulants Report 

Paper will come to next meeting of the Medicines Safety Group. 

 

NENC ICB Medicines Safety Workstream Update 

Prescribing Inhalers for Children with Asthma 

The group noted the work/communication that had been sent out to primary care within the ICB on 

the prescribing of inhalers in children with asthma. Nationally it has been highlighted that there 

have been reports of child deaths linked to asthma inhalers, specifically where inhalers prescribed 

for children with asthma have continued to be used after all the doses of medication have been 

used, and there were no dose counters on the device. No national alert has been issued as yet on 

this, but the MHRA are working with manufacturers to ensure all salbutamol inhalers in the UK 

have a dose counter. This issue has not been raised with the NENC MSO Network or regional 
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paediatric pharmacist network as yet. The ask is to report an incidents/issues, and to pass these 

up nationally. 

Action: 

CB to share Medicines Safety – Prescribing Inhalers for Children with Asthma issue with NENC 

MSO Network. 

NV to share Medicines Safety – Prescribing Inhalers for Children with Asthma issue with NENC 

Trust paediatric pharmacist network. 

 

Medicines Optimisation Annual Report 

The NENC ICB Medicines Optimisation Annual Report was circulated and presented to the group 

for information. It has already been to the ICB Quality and Safety Committee. It was agreed to 

share with the NENC CECG at their October 2024 meeting for information. 

Action: 

RDTC to share ICB Medicines Optimisation Annual Report with the NENC CECG at their October 

2024 meeting for information. 

 

Patient Safety Notification for Contractors using EMIS PharmOutcomes IT System 

The group noted the communications sent out nationally to correct at IT issue that has been 

identified in relation to email communications to GP practices following consultations in community 

pharmacy. 

It is not known how many patients are affected in NENC. 

Information has gone out to community pharmacy on the actions required and will now monitor any 

feedback coming back in. 

Action: 

HG to ask if someone tracking the issue to ensure does not occur again in the future and to also 

ensure the necessary actions are completed. 

  

National Medicines Safety Improvement Programme (MedSIP) - reduce inappropriate use of 

high dose opiates for non-cancer pain. Clinical Pain Network Update 

HG provided a verbal update from the latest NENC Pain Clinical Network and Opioid Group 

meetings. 

The group noted NENC Position Statement on Pain Guidelines is currently going through the ICB 

approval process. The statement was supported by the group and has been to NTAG earlier this 

month. It is going to the October 2024 ICB CECG meeting for sign off and will be published on the 

NTAG website once approved. 

 

Medicines in pregnancy – Valproate. Also, other agents e.g. isotretinoin, topiramate 

Richard Nendick gave a verbal update on the Medicines in Pregnancy Working Group. A 

newsletter will be going out from the group to stakeholders across the ICB in the next fortnight. 
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HG gave an update on the work around isotretinoin. A report showing current prescribing in 

primary care as of May 2024 down to subICB level was presented to the group. Prescribing data 

suggests that RED formulary status is being followed in primary care with no GP practices in the 

NENC prescribing the drug regularly. The majority of prescribing showing in primary care is in 

North Cumbria and this relates to the FP10HP prescribing by the community-based dermatology 

specialist services in North Cumbria. When prescribing does take place by GP practices this is 

being challenged by MO teams. 

The group discussed who was most suitable to be the second signatory on the risk forms for 

isotretinoin now needed for each individual patient. The group felt that as this a RED drug then 

responsibility for the second signatory should rest with the dermatology specialists in secondary 

care. It was noted that the ICB has not done any assurance as to what Trusts are currently doing 

with regards to the second signatory and if they have capacity/ability to take this work on. It was 

agreed that the ICB Medicines in Pregnancy Group should do a survey of Trusts in the NENC re 

the second signatory and its implementation. 

Action: 

CB to raise within the NENC MSO Network to see how Trusts are implementing the new 

requirements for isotretinoin in relation to pregnancy prevention and in particular the need for a 

second signatory. 

HG/Richard Nendrick to work with ICB Medicines in Pregnancy Group to do a survey of Trusts in 

the NENC re the second signatory and its implementation. 

 

MSO Network update 

There was nothing from the latest meeting that needed escalating up. 

 

National Update 

GK provided a verbal update on ongoing work nationally. 

The following were noted: 

• NPSA Alert for Oxytocicn issued this week. 

• ACBS survey with support from PrescQIPP re regulation of nutritional borderline 

substances. This aims to gather information to make a case to the DHSC that these 

products should regulated like medicines and foods are. 

• Emergency kits for adrenal insufficiency -now included in latest NICE guidance. 

• Adrenaline autoinjectors – BSA data suggests a significant number of adult patients appear 

to be prescribed the junior dose of adrenaline and this could be related to previous supply 

issues with these products. 

Action: 

ICB MO team to pick adrenaline autoinjectors issue re adult patients currently prescribed the junior 

dose of adrenaline autoinjectors with Local Delivery Teams and look at local data. 

GK to ask BSA what level data they can provide on the adult patients currently prescribed the 

junior dose of adrenaline autoinjectors. 
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Patient Safety Strategy implementation update – what’s happening in ICB / Quality and 

Safety (LFPSE, PSIRF, etc.) 

See update under next agenda item. 

 

Update from Quality and Safety Committee 

KH gave a verbal update. 

The ICB are launching a patient safety centre in October and all Trusts have received an invite to 

this. 

The ICB Quality Strategy is going to the ICB Board next week for approval. 

The group noted teething issues with LFPSE with regard to duplicate reports and interpreting data 

accurately. Work has started on pulling out medicines themes within the ICB from LFPSE but no 

timescales as when a report will be available to come to the NENC Medicines Safety Group. 

 

Update from Medicines Subcommittee 

The August 2024 meeting was held via email and decision summary has been published on the 

NTAG website. 

Noted that the NENC Medicines Subcommittee is being replaced by CECG from October 2024. 

 

Monthly Horizon Scanning  

GM reported that having reviewed RDTC Monthly Horizon Scanning document for August and 

September 2024 for medicines safety considerations, there was nothing of note that the group was 

not already aware of.  

 

National Medicines Safety notifications 

RDTC Monthly Formulary Amendments for July and August 2024 were noted.  

 

Any Other Business 

The July 2024 Regional Antimicrobial Update for MSO networks was provided to the group for 

information. 

RDTC provided links to: 

• SPS Monthly medication safety communications and 

publications.https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medication-safety-update/   

• NTAG approved NENC Guidelines at https://ntag.nhs.uk/guidelines/  

NENC Medicines Safety Group Terms of Reference – updated 

The group approved the updated NENC Medicines Safety Group Terms of Reference which had 

been circulated to the group separately via email subject to updating some job titles. These will be 

reviewed again in a year. 

 

 

https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medication-safety-update/
https://ntag.nhs.uk/guidelines/
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GP Collective Action and Patient Safety Issues 

Discussion took place on some of the patient safety issues that have arisen in the NENC in 

relation to ongoing national GP Collective Action. This are being picked within the ICB and there is 

a meeting today to review. 

Date and time of next meeting: Thursday 28th November 2024, 13:00-15:00 


